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our children. The CPSC monitors the per-
formance of more than 15,000 types of con-
sumer products and secures the recall of
those that prove to be defective and poten-
tially hazardous. Last year alone, the CPSC
negotiated 362 recalls involving over 76 mil-
lion individual consumer products that pre-
sented a significant risk to the public. But
getting dangerous products off store shelves
is only the first step. The real challenge is
getting them out of the homes of people who
have already purchased them.

On April 16, the CPSC, in conjunction
with State and local governments and com-
munity organizations across the country, will
conduct the second annual Recall Round-Up
Day. This initiative is a public safety cam-
paign to warn Americans that they may still
be exposing themselves and their families to
recalled products that could seriously injure
or even kill them. Despite recalls and safety
alerts issued by the CPSC, many of these
hazardous products are still in consumers’
homes or can be purchased at secondhand
stores and garage sales.

This year’s Recall Round-Up effort will
spotlight the dangers associated with five
types of previously recalled consumer prod-
ucts: playpens, bunk beds, halogen floor
lamps, hand-held hair dryers, and lawn darts.
The CPSC encourages government officials,
health, safety, and consumer agencies, com-
munity organizations, and the media to alert
the American people—particularly parents
and child care providers—to the importance
of repairing, returning, or destroying any of
these products if they have been recalled. I
encourage all Americans to make use of this
vital information to protect the safety and
health of their families and to avoid prevent-
able tragedies.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 16, 1998,
as National Recall Round-Up Day. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day by
working with safety, health, and consumer
agencies and other appropriate community
organizations to organize and conduct local
round-ups of dangerous and defective con-
sumer products and to warn parents, child

care providers, and the general public about
the hazards of using recalled consumer prod-
ucts.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 16, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 17.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Prevention
of Nuclear Proliferation
April 15, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required under section 601(a) of the

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (Pub-
lic Law 95–242, 22 U.S.C. 3281(a)), I am
transmitting a report on the activities of
United States Government departments and
agencies relating to the prevention of nuclear
proliferation. It covers activities between Jan-
uary 1, 1997, and December 31, 1997.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 16.

Remarks Prior to Bilateral
Discussions With President Eduardo
Frei of Chile in Santiago
April 16, 1998

President Frei. We’re going to start this
meeting, and I would like, first of all, to ex-
tend a very warm welcome to the President
of the United States, to the Ministers and
members of staff, and to the Ministers of my
Cabinet and the advisers for Chile.

It is an honor, a pleasure, a source of pride
to have you all here. We had a very pleasant
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visit to the United States last year, and we
had the opportunity to get together in Wash-
ington to see the Congress, to visit some
States, and at that point, I think we kicked
off the beginning of our bilateral relation-
ships. I would like to, therefore, extend a very
cordial welcome to the entire delegation and
to tell you that we are really proud to host
the second Summit of the Americas.

We’ve been working very hard. We’ve
done a lot of solid groundwork with the co-
operation of the United States. And I think
that this summit will be exceedingly interest-
ing because we will not only be talking about
the problems of democracy and trade but
we’ll be talking about topics that interest the
person on the street, like education, justice,
health, and concerns of poor people.

I would like to point out that we had a
very lengthy meeting with the U.S. President.
We talked with great frankness about bilat-
eral topics. We went over almost every single
issue in our bilateral relationship with a lot
of sincerity and with a positive spirit. We
have noticed that our relationships are going
through a very special moment; there is a
lot of richness in the agenda; it’s very versa-
tile with a lot of topics. And the Ministers
that are present here will be—have signed
about 10 different documents on the envi-
ronment, cooperation, et cetera. And I be-
lieve that we are looking toward the future
with an aim to building more open societies,
more democratic societies, and to put an end
to the marginalization of our peoples, and
would like to face squarely the big issues that
are important at this point, like globalization,
world trade.

I’ve told the President all that we’ve done
in Chile since 1994, when we met at the first
Summit of the Americas, and I’ve told him
about all the efforts that we’ve put into chan-
neling problems that arise in relationships
and overcoming them. We’re over the $7 bil-
lion of exchange. And obviously, there will
always be a small amount of disputes or fric-
tion or conflicts, but the important thing is
to find a way to settle these. And this is what
we’ve been doing through the bilateral com-
missions. And it seems to me that the real
launching of this commission in bilateral
trade and agriculture will be very important.
It has been a very basic issue. And I think

that what we want is to have a very open
relationship with the United States in which
we will talk not only about trade but we’ll
be able to have a dialog on the entire bilateral
agenda and especially the hemispheric and
global topics.

For Chile, Mr. President, it’s an honor to
receive you and your delegation. I think that
this meeting proves that we will be able to
find a way to solve the big problems of the
world, that we have a great deal of agreement
on the issues that are facing us in the Ameri-
cas, that we can continue to work for the
future of our peoples.

And I thank you once again for your state
visit that is beginning. We will be meeting
once again this afternoon. We’ll be visiting
the field; we will be meeting with business
persons; we’ll be having a state dinner here
tonight. Tonight you’ll see our Parliament,
which is one of the oldest Parliaments in the
world. And then we’ll go to Cerro Castillo,
and we’ll be able to talk about our relation-
ships, our friendships, and about building the
future together and improving the quality of
living of our peoples. And this is what we’re
interested in. And at this point, I would like
to give you the floor.

President Clinton. Thank you for making
us all feel so welcome. I think it is clear that
we have looked forward to this state visit for
quite a long while, that we value greatly our
relationship with Chile, and that it is getting
broader and deeper, something for which we
are very grateful.

We did, as you said, have a very good con-
versation this morning, and we went over a
large number of issues—I think virtually ev-
erything that our Ministers wanted us to dis-
cuss with one another. And I would like to
express my appreciation for all the work that
has been done on the declaration we are
about to sign and announce, because it’s
quite important. It shows a very broad-based
relationship; it shows a maturing relationship;
and it demonstrated the kind of partnership
that I think will be critical in the years ahead,
not only to our own people but to the hemi-
sphere as a whole.

Let me also just say very briefly, I appre-
ciate, more than I am capable of saying, I
think, the work you have done on the Summit
of the Americas and the preparation that
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your entire government has done, because
it’s clear that we’re going to come out of this
summit with two messages loud and clear.
Number one, we are going forward with the
process of hemispheric integration. And
number two, we are doing it in a way that
will change the lives of ordinary citizens in
all of our countries. And that, I think, is the
message we want the world to get, and we
certainly want our own people to get.

So I am extremely appreciative of what you
have done, how you have done it, and of the
remarkable progress that our relationship is
making. And for all that, let me say thank
you. I also thank you for keeping my Ambas-
sador here for the last few years, my old
friend and colleague. [Laughter] He’s kept
me well-informed. And I thank you also for
the work you’ve done especially with Mr.
McLarty in his capacity as our special rep-
resentative to Latin America. But we’re well
pleased, and I must say I was very impressed,
with the document that all of you have pro-
duced, and I thank you for your hard work
on it.

NOTE: President Clinton spoke at approximately
11:45 a.m. in La Moneda Palace. In his remarks,
he referred to Gabriel Guerra-Mondragon, U.S.
Ambassador to Chile. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Joint Declaration
Signing Ceremony With President
Frei in Santiago
April 16, 1998

President Frei. Good afternoon. I would
first like to emphasize that it has been a great
pleasure to welcome President Clinton to our
country, together with Mrs. Clinton and the
distinguished delegation accompanying
them.

In February ’97, I had the honor of paying
an extremely satisfying and productive state
visit to the United States. I was given a par-
ticularly warm welcome in that country, dem-
onstrating the appreciation and respect felt
there for Chile. Today I’m gratified to be
able to return that invitation and to receive
you in La Moneda, the place, the house that
belongs to all Chileans.

This exchange of visits reflects the new
level of maturity that relations between our
two countries have achieved. We share a
common democratic vocation. Both the Chil-
ean and U.S. economies are enjoying strong
growth rates and are successfully confronting
the challenges of globalization. Both coun-
tries are undertaking important reforms
aimed at achieving greater social equity and
equality of opportunity for our people. We
belong to the same continent, and we are
engaged in working together towards the es-
tablishment of a new hemispheric commu-
nity.

I would like to recall here that it fell to
our two countries to lead the preparatory ef-
forts for the second Summit of the Americas,
which will be inaugurated this Saturday in
Santiago. We have achieved optimal coordi-
nation, facilitated by the support that we
have obtained from many of our sister coun-
tries in the hemisphere.

This morning our Ministers signed an
agreement between our two international co-
operation agencies to support the fulfillment
of some of the initiatives established in the
summit plan of action.

I have to say that this morning we have
had a long and productive meeting with
President Clinton. It was a very frank, open,
and candid meeting. We reviewed all the
issues involved in bilateral relations. Each
item of our bilateral relations, we discussed.
And also, it is with great pleasure that I say
that we found several common issues for the
whole hemisphere, a commonality of ideas
that allow us to work ever stronger together.

As well, we have signed a joint declaration.
And this joint declaration summarizes every-
thing we have discussed and all the issues
in common. At the same time, in parallel,
the Ministers held a meeting in which they
signed seven agreements: one on education,
on trade, investments, environment—protec-
tion of the environment, protection against
disasters, information promotion—seven
documents which embody our bilateral rela-
tions. And these documents involve very con-
crete, very specific subjects which affect and
impact our common ordinary citizen in ev-
eryday life.
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